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Vitasoy workers start industrial action
50 workers at Australia’s only Vitasoy plant in Wodonga will walk off the job at 12.01 am today, Friday 30 September for 24 hours.

After 11 long meetings, hearings at Fair Work Australia and extensive discussion with Vitasoy’s joint venture partners, Lion and Vitasoy Australia, negotiations have now reached a standstill, as management refuse to continue negotiations while members take lawful industrial action. 
NUW Organiser, Neil Smith, said the final offer put to workers from Vitasoy Australia on 24 August was an inferior offer and almost unanimously rejected because it lacked respect and reduced members’ current conditions.
“When the company agreed to meet with the bargaining team again on 16 September, there was no change to the company’s position,” Mr Smith said.

“The NUW put forward an alternative final offer that we believe is fair given the current profitability and improved efficiency of Vitasoy Australia.” 

On Thursday 22 September, an overwhelming majority of workers voted to potentially take action.
On Friday 23 September, delegates again met with the company to get a response on the offer. Vitasoy Australia rejected most of the NUW’s core proposals, the majority of which sought to simply maintain current conditions. 

The core claims include the maintenance of a fair disputes procedure, the direct employment of casuals after 6 months, ensuring that the current practice of all casuals receiving site rates and conditions not be removed by the company, and a fairer wage outcome. 
While members at Vitasoy’s Wodonga plant cannot take industrial action on behalf of any other Vitasoy employees, the NUW continues to be concerned at Vitasoy International’s continued denial of basic rights such as the right to be represented by a Union to its Hong Kong workforce.

Media contact: Emma Kerin 0448 555 112
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