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Wednesday 12 October


MEDIA RELEASE

Vitasoy workers take second day of industrial action
In the face of record growth attributed to increased productivity and efficiency, Vitasoy Australia is offering its Wodonga workers the lowest wage offer in its history – planning to increase the number of casual workers, and limit their conditions and protections. 
After an initial 24 hour stoppage on Friday 30 September, Vitasoy Australia is still refusing to come to the table with its workers and continue negotiations, and has again declined the Union’s offer to meet.
Workers at Vitasoy in Wodonga feel they have no choice but to take further industrial action and will walk off the job at 12.01am Wednesday 12 October for 24 hours, and again on Friday 14 October.
Workers are fighting to protect permanent jobs in regional areas and maintain the conditions they have had for 10 years. Workers do not want large multinationals such as Kirin and Vitasoy using the same tactics as they have in other countries – leading to big pools of casual workers.
Workers demand that Vitasoy does not strip away workers’ rights to have issues heard by the independent industrial umpire – Fair Work Australia (FWA). Currently FWA can be turned to when necessary. Workers believe this is the fairest way to resolve disputes that arise and ask the company why they want to take this away.
Vitasoy International Holdings has itself reported on the mega-profits and increases in productivity in their Announcement of Results for the year ending 31 March 2011:
“In the year under review, Vitasoy Australia Products Pty. Limited (VAP) recorded a strong increase of 28% in net sales which reached HK$445 million. Operating profit registered an even stronger growth of 60% to HK$90 million. In local currency terms, net sales increased by 16% while operating profit grew by 45%.”
“Vitasoy Australia Products Pty. Limited (“VAP”) led this strong recovery as the market leader and we were the only manufacturer in the market to have maintained growth.”

“[Vitasoy International Holdings] also embarked on an expansion project to double the production capacity of the Wodonga plant to prepare for future growth. The capacity expansion project has been proceeding smoothly and is on schedule.”
24 hour strike

Wednesday 12 October and Friday 14 October
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